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Dear l4r. Speth. " 
- PRo/oo3/oo6

The State of Utah l4ined Iand Reclanration Act, Title 40-8, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, est:blishes the Division of OiI, Gas, and Mi.ning as the
regulatory authority regarding nrined laryi reclanntion with-in the state.
Please find enclosed for your ilforrration, a copy of the Act and the Ru1es
and Regr:lations, along witl- ttre recently adopted Changes and Mditions to
the Rules and Regulations.

As nrentioned during our telephone conversation on Septqber 5th operations
which rnine less ttran 500 tons of material in 12 consecutive ncnths or disturb
less than 2 acres of land dr:ring a 12 consecutive nonth period a-re exsrq)t from
fiJing a reclarnation plan. A1l that is required of the operator jrr thi;
instance is the fi1-ing of a Dc:claration of n*xonption, MR Form 4, which you
have done.

Operations jnvolvj-r-ig state mineral le-ases are required, unde,r terms of
their lease allleffrrent with the Division of State I-ands, to reclaim all disturbances
no rnatter what size disturbance it is. Tn these inst:.nces the Division of OiI,
C'as, and lairring ccnputes a bond, a dollar anount estirnated to be ttre cost of
reclarnatjon should the operaLor fail to reclaim the area upon termination of ttre
operation. ftr-is bond is held by the Division of State Iands until recl-anration
is co,rpleted.

Mter visiting the prolrcsed site of yor;r tungsten mine and talking wittr
you on the i:eleplrone j t is still orir conLention th,at your operation will q:alify
as a nrining operation tuCer Sectjon 40-8-4 (6) of the Utah t'lined Iand Reclanration
Act. Th-is mea:rs tlrat you are raluind t-o file a lJol,ice of fntention to
Ccmre:tce l.lining Operations (l'{R }-orm fl,^and a ccmnilrnenl- to Rule 11-10 (MR Foim B),
which you r^rill also fjnd encloscrl. t "
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As we discussed, you are responsil:Ie for all disturbances regardless of
the surface ov.a'rerstrip. Therefore, the last three rnile section of access road,
drich is currently nothing nlore than a jeep trail and wlr-ich will have to be
upgraded, is considered to be a part of the acreage disturbed. I{oi/,7ever,
Lhe portion of the road lying on private property nay be excluded frcxn actual
reclanration should a post-nrining use for the road exist and the land o\,{ner
so states in writing that it is their desire for. the road to renain in a
stable open condition.

Before final approval for your operation can be granted there are certajn
requJrenents which must be met. First, the appropriaie forms must be filed
with the Division of oi1, Gasr and l"lining including a detailed description of
y-our proposed operation and reclanration plans, along with a detailed nap slrow-
ing all the surface features and facilities, both exi-sting and proposed.
Upon satisfactory corpletion of this step, sjnce this involves state land, an
environmental assessnent rmrst be prepared and presented to the State Envj-ronmental
Coordinating Ccitnrittee for ccnrnents and clea::ance by the various state agencies.
Tf there are no problens, then tentative approval can be granted and an
abbreviated mining and reclarnation plan is published in ail local ns,lsl>apers
ard one statewide ncf,,.rspaper {-o sol-jcit public ccmrient. During the thirty (30)
day waitilg per:iod after pulolicat.ion the Division of Oil, Grs, and I'Iining wiII
estjrnate the previously merrtioned reclanntion bond. fiien, upon approval of the
form and anount of surety by the Board of Oil, C,as, a-nd. Ittining, and receipt of
the surety by the Division of State rards, final approval is granted and rnining
operations ntay ccmrnence.

Tb keep your bond as low as possible, and the distr:rbance to a nrinirrium,
you n"ay wish to separate you-r overatl mining plan into individual operations
for a given tfune periocl, then re-claim ti'rat 1nr:tion before moving irrto the ne><t
phase. For instance, as we discussed during our teleptrorr" 

"o.r.r&sation, 
you

rnay vrant to begin with the prolnsed pit operation rvith an expected life of the
operation to be four or five years. Then, upon ccTrpletion oi ttat phase you
perform Lhe r:equired reclarnation and file an amerrdment to yorir plar to nove ilto
the next phase such as the portal or shaft operation, and io on dovrn the line.
The bond estj,mate also tr,as a 5 g:r:cent inflation factor added to it to try and
cover Lhe actual r:ost of reclairntion at the crd of the oper:ation. This is
another reasolt for phasing your overall operation jnl-o sliorter tinre frames.

ff you have any questions or need any assistance in putting your plan to-
gether please don't hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

tliirrva r').:\yrtll' t (.r1'7'

,f1\Mlts w. sIlTTll JR.
}{ECI.A}IATION SOTI-S SPECIALIST

State Lilids


